
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From District Governor  

Frank O’Donoghue 

 

District 133 in Vegas 
 

 
 

International President Gudrun Yngvadottir 

and her husband Past International Director 

Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson with DG Frank 

and Elaine O’Donoghue 

 

Dear fellow Lions,   

This is my first contribution to the District 

Newsletter as District Governor. My 

induction as DG, was performed by the new 

International President, Gudrun Yngvadottir  

during the Lions Clubs International 

Convention in Las Vegas. 

 

 International President Gudrun read the 

Lions Code of Ethics as part of the Induction  

of  some 750 District Governors from more 

than 200 countries worldwide. 

 

 In her speech, she challenged Lions 

Worldwide to join her in creating a new 

Century of Service by Lions. 

 ‘We have celebrated the first Century of 

Service, now we must create the next century 

of Service’ 

 

It is a privilege to be part of IP Gudrun's 

team and to have the opportunity to support 

and serve the Lions clubs and members in 

Ireland as we build on a very successful first 

year of District 133. 

 

Over the past two years I have had the 

privilege of working on the DG Teams of 

two District Governors who have made 

outstanding contributions to Lions Clubs in 

Ireland. Both outgoing DG Teresa and her 

predecessor PDG Paul have played a huge 

role in the establishment of District 133 as a 

Single District and in ensuring that the 

transition from MD105 was seamless. I am 

very fortunate that both have agreed to work 

closely with me in the coming year. 
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Returning to the International Convention, I 

wish to pass on to all Irish Lions the personal 

greetings of the new International President 

of Lions Clubs International, Gudrun 

Yngvadottir. She has the distinction of being 

the first Lion from Iceland to hold this 

position!  She is also the first woman to be 

elected as International President.  

 

When Elaine and I met the International 

President and her husband Jon Bjarni 

Thorsteinsson, they extended warm greetings 

to the Lions of Ireland and observed that 

Ireland is their closest neighbour. They said 

that they very much enjoyed their visits to 

Ireland to attend our Conventions 

 

For the Lions of Ireland and indeed all 

present, a particular highlight of the last day 

of the Convention was the performance by 

Sean and Jackie Olohan, of a song written by 

Sean, ‘Sing with the Lions, sing out with 

pride’. The International President 

commissioned this song from Sean a well-

known musician, song- writer and Vice 

President of Wicklow Lions Club.  

 

 Sean played guitar and was accompanied by 

his very talented wife Jackie on piano. The 

audience was encouraged to join in the 

chorus - which they did with enthusiasm. 

Elaine and I and the 750 DG elects and their 

partners, were enjoying the song for the third 

time, as it was featured twice during the four 

days of the DGE Training School- so we 

were becoming familiar with the lyrics. Find 

a link below to U Tube to hear  

‘Sing with the Lions, sing out with pride’.  

 

 

My final words are to Teresa, who has been 

an outstanding DG and has travelled the 

country with Declan supporting the work of 

Lions. Teresa brings great style and grace to 

her work, combined with passion and 

enthusiasm. I cannot aspire to the same style 

and grace, so I will be content with passion 

and enthusiasm.  

 

During the next 12 months I look forward to 

meeting as many Lions as possible and to 

actively support clubs in delivering on our 

motto of ‘We Serve’ 

 

Frank O’Donoghue 

 

 
 

Sean and Jackie Olohan in rehearsal on 

stage in Las Vegas 

 

YouTube link for the Lions song is: 

https://youtu.be/mv7P2Ug5bVI 

 

See also: 

https://www.facebook.com/kenneth.persson.

50/videos/1437657189669041/UzpfSTEwM

DAwMDE5NzEyMTAxNjoyMjAyMTI4NT

Y2NDcwMzU5/ 

https://youtu.be/mv7P2Ug5bVI
https://www.facebook.com/kenneth.persson.50/videos/1437657189669041/UzpfSTEwMDAwMDE5NzEyMTAxNjoyMjAyMTI4NTY2NDcwMzU5/
https://www.facebook.com/kenneth.persson.50/videos/1437657189669041/UzpfSTEwMDAwMDE5NzEyMTAxNjoyMjAyMTI4NTY2NDcwMzU5/
https://www.facebook.com/kenneth.persson.50/videos/1437657189669041/UzpfSTEwMDAwMDE5NzEyMTAxNjoyMjAyMTI4NTY2NDcwMzU5/
https://www.facebook.com/kenneth.persson.50/videos/1437657189669041/UzpfSTEwMDAwMDE5NzEyMTAxNjoyMjAyMTI4NTY2NDcwMzU5/


 

Football Draw 

 

Just like the World Cup, the Lions 

Under 13 Football Championship has 

reached an exciting stage. 

 

The Quarter Finals see Wicklow 

Rovers host Limavady Youths, St. 

Joseph’s Boys AFC at  home to 

Skibbereen or Carrigaline, Tullamore  

Town hosting Ennis Town and 

Newcastlewest Town visiting 

Ashbourne United. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Charleville Screening 
 

Charleville Lions Club carried out its annual 

diabetes screening at the two day Charleville 

Agricultural Show on the week end of June 

23rd. Record numbers attended the screening 

and the service is very much appreciated by 

the community. A special word of thanks to 

the nurses who gave willingly  of their time 

at the week end and  to our fellow Lions for 

their support. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Pictured from left are Michael Curtin 

outgoing Club President, Jim Harmon Club 

Secretary, Nurse Reeney Dillon, and 

Sylvester Barrett Club PR Officer. 

 

 

Tommy Gibson 

 
Tommy Gibson, husband of  Lion Maureen 

Gibson  passed away this week. 

 Maureen is the immediate past president of 

Dun Laoghaire Lions Club. 

 

Tributes have ben paid to Tommy by Lion 

Eamon Teehan,  president and members of 

Dun Laoghaire Lions Club. 

  



 

Downpatrick Handover 
 

 

 
 

Anella Nelson (centre) presented President 

Sean Carvill with his chain of office for the 

coming year 2018/19, and his wife Imelda 

with the Downpatrick Lions Club sash. 

 

 
 

Audrey Laing presented Lion John Orr with 

the President’s annual award for his 

contribution to Downpatrick Lions Club. 

 

 

New District Treasurer 
Gerard Cashman has been appointed as 

District Treasurer in succession to Liam 

Lyons. He can be contacted at Rocklands 

Wexford. Mobile 0879704370. Land Line 

053-9122043. email: jgcashman@eircom.net 

 
 

 

Naas Lions Celebrate 40 Years 

 

 

 
 

Pictured are Vice President Garret 

Findlay,President Cyriel Varwijk,  PDG 

Teresa Dineen, Fr. PeterMcVerry, Noel 

Herlihy, Dr. John Kehoe, Tony Frost and 

Tom Keightly 

 

To celebrate its 40 years of service, former 

and present club members, friends and 

guests of Naas Lions Club attended a special 

charter dinner in Lawlors Hotel, Naas on 

Saturday 23rd June 2018. Also in attendance 

were Dr. John Kehoe and Tony Frost, both 

charter and current members, District 

Governor Teresa Dineen and Fr. Peter 

McVerry was the special guest speaker.  

 

mailto:jgcashman@eircom.net


Since 1978 Naas Lions Club has supported 

many local charitable causes and groups.  

The club has been very active in its support 

for Naas Hospital, contributing over the 

years to the provision of heart monitors and 

stress management facilities.  The first 

president of Naas Lions Club was Dr. 

Michael Waldron, a tireless worker on behalf 

of the hospital.   

 

 
 

At Naas Lions Club 40th Anniversary dinner 

were (from left) Maura McDaid, Maura 

Fulham, Maura Herlihy, Helen Donnelly 

and Geraldine Kehoe. 

 

 

Among other organisations to benefit from 

Naas Lions Club fundraising are Naas and 

Sallins branches of St. Vincent de Paul, 

Kildare Suicide Bereavement Support, St. 

Brigid’s Hospice on the Curragh, KARE, 

McAuley Place Residents and Naas Care of 

the Aged Centre. There has been a long 

association with the Care of the Aged 

Centre, with club members hosting a 

traditional Christmas party each year.  

 

Club President,  Cyriel Varwijk said: ‘Our 

involvement with the Naas Care of the Aged 

Centre and the people who use it is very 

important to our club.  We see the enjoyment 

and pleasure that our Christmas party gives 

to our senior citizens.  It is very rewarding 

and enjoyable for us also. During this current 

club year local organisations and others will 

benefit to the tune of €50,000 in donations, 

with our fundraising events to date having 

raised a total of over €1.7 million. Our 

events are very well supported and we are 

very grateful to the local community and 

business people for their ongoing support” 

 

 

Lakes Race Helps Charities 
 

 
 

Pictured from left are   Sean Carvill 

(President Downpatrick Lions Club), 

Geoffrey Ferguson (Lakeside Inn), Karen 

White (Phoenix Natural Gas Executive), 

Brendan Kearney (Downpatrick Lions) 

present a cheque for £1,350 for Parkinson’s 

NI. 

 

 



 

 
The recent Three Lakes Run organised by 

Downpatrick Lions club raised a total of 

£3,180, with £1,830 going to Down’s 

Syndrome Association and £1,350 going to 

Parkinson’s NI. 

The money raised was collected by race 

entrants, bucket collections, on-line and 

individual donations. 

Downpatrick Lions would like to thank all 

those involved, including main sponsors 

Phoenix Natural Gas and Oakley Fayre 

Downpatrick. Thanks also go to the experts 

at AtlasRunning who chipped all the 

competitors to record their times. 

Phoenix Natural Gas Marketing Executive, 

Karen White, said, ‘As a company actively 

engaged in the communities that it serves, 

Phoenix Natural Gas is delighted to support 

Downpatrick Lions Club and the Three 

Lakes Run event. It was fantastic to see the 

local community come out in force to help 

raise much needed funds for these vital 

charities and we look forward to seeing the 

great benefit that this will give to two very 

worthy causes.’ 

Darren Kearney of Oakley Fayre said, ‘It 

was a pleasure to support Downpatrick 

Lion’s Club in their endeavours to raise 

much-needed funds for these two charities.’ 

The race started and finished at the Lakeside 

Inn where Margaret and Geoffrey Ferguson 

provided a warm welcome and refreshments 

for all, which was much appreciated. 

Race co-ordinators were Fergus Kelly 

(Downpatrick Lions) and Joe Quinn (East 

Down Athletics Club) who are grateful to all 

those who helped organise the event and on 

the day of the run itself. 

  

  

Sligo Handover 
 

Sligo Lions club president Eugene 

McCaffrey welcomed guests to the annual 

hand over dinner on Wednesday 27th. June. 

2018 

  

 
 

 

 



 

 

Sligo Lions club outgoing president Michael 

McNulty handing over chain of office to 

incoming president Eugene McCaffrey 

  

  
Lion Gerry Munnelly presenting Lion 

Michael Leyden with award of services 

excellence notification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Downpatrick Golf 

 

 

 
Downpatrick Lions Club held a successful 

fundraising golf day at St Patrick’s Golf 

Club and raised the sum of £1,500 which 

was handed over to the volunteers at the 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution Station 

in Newcastle. William Chambers, Coxswain, 

said that all the volunteers at the Station 

were very grateful for this donation which 

will go towards essential life-saving 

equipment. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 


